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had been vindicated by the King's order. Yusuf
Khan was of course elated that the judgment in
his favour had been confirmed. And so the affair
closed for the day.
In the consultation that took place later, the
Vazir submitted to the Shah that he had been
over-severe with Mathias. Fie was heart-broken.
And " Yusuf Khan", he added, " should not
have been given the stewardship of Your Majesty's
Drawing Room. The people will say that you
did all this on account of partiality for a man
of your community." The Shah said: " I have
never swerved from justice so far. This my
people know. If, in a particular matter, one man
like Mathias and a few men who are his partisans
impute partiality to me, what is it I can do ? It
is God's law that the bad should suffer and the
good prosper. While it is my part on this earth
to execute the Divine Will, I shall keep only this
in mind and nothing else. What this man will
think, and what another will not, do not affect my
judgment and my decision."
Some time passed. The people did impute
partiality to the Shah and he heard of their doing
it; but he did not seem to care. The new
steward of the Drawing Room grew high in the
King's favour. After some months of this service,